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April 21 
Audubon’s Birds 
Earth Day 


To explore and explain the natural wor 


STEINHART AQUARIUM «MORRISON 


Message to the Members 


“Tlust as I sat down to write this column, the news 
ieee in about the Seattle earthquake. Although most 
of us were surprised by this location, the experts are 
telling us we shouldn't be. Anywhere on the West 
Coast is vulnerable, and especially the Bay Area. If 
- you haven't been to our 
Earthquake Exhibit 
recently, you should. It's 
exciting, but more 


importantly, it will remind 
you of a few simple 
precautions we cannot 
afford to forget. 

Very often, the staff 
you'll find helping out at 
exhibits around the 
museum are Academy 
interns. The intern program 

described in the adjacent 

‘column fas pode: enormous strides over the last few 

years. Tt is one of the aspects of the Academy I am 
proudest about. We now have interns—from high schools, 
colleges, and graduate programs—active through the 
museum in almost every department, and many of 
them stay associated with the Academy for years. 

Student interns from the Academy will be stationed 
along the path at Stow Lake in Golden Gate Park on 

weekends from April through June. Since 1993, Great 
Blue Herons have been nesting there, and we have 
teamed up with the Golden Gate Audubon Society to 
collect data and educate visitors on their behavior. 

Last year, the heron rookery enjoyed a record year 
with five enormous nests which hatched fourteen chicks. 

The Heron Explainers Project complements our 
newest ¢ exhibit which will feature lithographs made 
from the original engravings from John James Audubon's 
Birds of America. — 
tne exhibit opens April 21—Earth Day. Follow- 
ing our successful celebration of Earth Day in 2000, 
we are planning another full weekend of activities 
this year. Once again, our scientists and interns will 
be on hand to give mini-presentations on animal © 
behavior and habitat requirements and we will again 
collaborate with Bay Area environmental organizations 
that are all working together to help make the Bay 
Area a sustainable community. 

This Earth Day Fair will be fun, too. Over 400 

_ people responded to our call for a name for our newest 
penguin. We will announce the winning name in between 
demonstrations, storytelling, live animal presentations 
and music from the Banana Slug Sue Band. We 
hope to see you there. 
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ee Patrick Kociolek 


Patrick Kociolek 
Executive Director 


RoundAbout 


News from Around the Academy 


ae a variety of innovative programs designed to 
inspire youths about the natural world, the Academy 
educates the next generation of scientists and helps young 
people understand the importance of environmental steward- 
ship. Careers in Science, one of the Academy’s educational 
programs, teaches biology and public presentation skills to 
some three dozen 15—20 year olds each year, many from 
ethnic groups currently underrepresented in the sciences. 

Intern Flor Vargas, sophomore at San Francisco State 
University, has been with the program since its inception in 
1996. Flor has grown with the program over the past four 
years and is now working with a graduate student in the 
Entomology Department explaining the taxonomy of beetles. 
Last December, Flor joined an Academy research expedition 
to Madagascar where she conducted field research and 
experienced first hand the challenges and rewards of field 
operations. 

Among our more distinguished guest lecturers of recent 
years was Nobel Prize Winner Dr. James Watson, who, along 
with Dr Francis Crick, discovered the DNA helix. He spoke to 
a capacity crowd at the Herbst Theater in February, and it’s 
unlikely anyone was disappointed. He admitted that, though 
discovering the DNA helix was thrilling, he was prouder of 
writing the book The DNA Helix, about the scientific process 
of discovery than he was about the discovery itself. While 
commenting on his recent foray into human genome mapping, 
Watson noted that “Human cloning is something young people 
worry about. I worry about cancer and senility.” He added 
that “People who oppose change are those on top,” and that 
“the only people who will benefit from extending the human 
life span are nursing home operators and plastic surgeons.” 
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Provost Dr. Terry Gosliner and Dr. James Watson 
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FOR MEMBERS ONLY 


April 


Big Turtles in a Big Ocean: Biology and 
Conservation of Pacific Sea Turtles 


with Wallace J. Nichols 


Sea turtle migrations have 
long been a mystery to 
marine biologists but new 
technologies now allow 
some long standing enigmas 
to join the ranks of 
scientific knowledge. Dr. 
Wallace J. Nichols has 
studied the transoceanic 
migrations of loggerhead 
sea turtles, documenting 
the first satellite-tracked 
homing migration from 
Mexico to Japan—a 6,000 
mile trip. By sharing the 
data with millions of 
children around the world, the project has moved beyond 
scientific journals and professional meetings. Nichols finds the 
relationship between people and these shelled nomads as 
interesting as the animals themselves. In this lecture, he’ll 
explore how new cutting edge research and old traditions may 
be just the combination needed to save these ancient reptiles. 

Dr. Nichols’ work has been published in scientific 
journals, presented at scientific meetings, featured in several 
TV documentaries and radio programs, and is the topic of 
numerous magazine and newspaper articles. He is a Research 
Associate in the Department of Herpetology at the Academy 
and he holds a Ph.D. in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences and 
Evolutionary Biology from the University of Arizona. He also 
holds a Master of Science degree in Natural Resource 
Economics and Policy from the Duke University Nicholas 
School of the Environment, and a BA degree in Biology and 
Spanish from DePauw University. 

When not following sea turtles, Dr. Nichols enjoys the 
company of people and his dogs Red and Blue. He lives with 
his wife beneath giant redwood trees in Davenport on the 
northern California coast. 


Wednesday, April 18 2 & 7:30 pm 


Morrison Auditorium 


Earth Day Weekend 


Academy members receive free admission to the EXPLORATORIUM 
and the SAN FRANCISCO ZOO on this Earth Day weekend. 
Present your membership card at these facilities. 


Saturday & Sunday, April 21 & 22 


May 
Open House 


Join us for our annual Open House for members. Come see 
the world-famous collections of the Academy’s eight research 
departments, meet the scientists behind the scenes, and take 
a tour of the Steinhart Aquarium from the other side of the 
tanks! This special event is the only night you'll get to see the 
exciting discoveries in the Academy’s research departments 
and to see specimens 
and artifacts behind the 
scenes. 

Also, don’t forget to 
visit the beautiful but 
dangerous animals in the 
Venoms: Striking 
Beauties exhibit and 
view the wonders of ‘( - 
nature in our newest 
exhibit, Audubon’s 
Birds of America. 


Wednesday, May 9 6 to 9pm 


Academy family members 
examine a great white shark 
(Carcharodon carcharias). 


Members’ Open House is an exclusive benefit of membership. 
This is a perfect time to invite your friends to become members 
so they may attend this event with you. Consider a gift member- 
ship, which offers year-round benefits and helps support 
education and research at the Academy of Sciences. Call (415) 
750-7111, fax (415) 750-7346, or e-mail: 
Membership@calacademy.org. 


Mother’s Day 


Academy members who are mothers, together with their 
families, receive free admission to the EXPLORATORIUM and 
the SAN FRANCISCO ZOO on this special day. Present your 
membership card at these facilities. 


Sunday, May 13 


www.calacademy.org 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


International Astronomy Day 
Saturday, April 28 


Bring your astronomical 


questions to the Academy and 
find out how to get involved in 
astronomy as a hobby or as a 
career. Weather permitting, solar 
telescopes will give you a safe view of the Sun in front of the 
Academy. Then drop by the displays in Cowell Hall. Afterward, 
join the San Francisco Amateur Astronomers and the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area for nighttime telescope viewing 
at Point Lobos, starting at 7:30 p.m. 


Saturday, April 28 10 am-5 pm 


Sky Shows 


We now know of more planets outside our solar system than 
inside even if you count Pluto! They now number somewhere 
around 50 and more are found every year. These extrasolar 
planets are featured in our newest planetarium show, Worlds 
Unseen, and in an exhibit of Lynette Cook’s paintings in Earth 
and Space Hall. 


Worlds Unseen 


Since 1994, astronomers have discovered more and more non- 
luminous objects orbiting distant stars. Though we know they 
are there, even our best telescopes aren’t good enough to let 
us see what they actually look like. Are they aborted stars called 
brown dwarfs or are they the largest members of far-off solar 

systems where we may eventually find worlds like Earth itself? 


Weekdays 2 pm, weekends 2 & 3 pm 


The Living Universe 
Microfossils on Mars? Bacteria on the Moon? Find out how nature 
distributes and recycles the stuff of life throughout the cosmos 
and explore the fascinating ways that life endures on Earth and 
possibly beyond! 


Weekends ] pm 
Closes June 10 


Neighbors in Space 
In this family show, the cosmic cartoon critter, Moon Mouse, 
leads an exploration of the Sun, Moon, and the planets of the 
solar system. Neighbors in Space is offered early in the day 
for the convenience of members with younger children. 


Weekends 12 pm 
Extended Spring Break Shows (April 9-23) weekdays 12 pm 


The Sky Tonight 
A relaxing tour of the current night sky, focusing on constel- 
lations, visible planets, the phase of the Moon, and upcoming 
celestial events visible with the unaided eye. This is our most 
free-form presentation, where the sky is the “star of the show”. 


Weekends 4 pm 
Extended Spring Break Shows [April 9-23) weekdays 3:30 pm 


Schedules are subject to change. Additional shows will be added 
on the first Wednesday of each month. Please call (415) 750-7141 
for recorded information and schedules. 


Benjamin Dean Lecture Series 
The Spring Benjamin Dean Lecture Series continues to focus 
on the exciting, emerging field of Astrobiology: the search for 
life in space. These lecturers are exploring how astronomers 
are detecting a thread of life in the universe, on Earth and 
beyond. Tickets for Benjamin Dean Lectures are $3 at the 
door, or can be purchased through the Planetarium Office at 
(415) 750-7141. 


Searching for Life in the Universe: 
Lessons from the Earth 
| Searching for life 
beyond Earth is a 
daunting prospect. 
Understanding how 


to find and measure 
life is profoundly 
impacted by what is 
known of our own 
planet, as earthly life 
is currently our only 
sample. 

Dr. Kenneth 
Nealson, Head of 
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Dr. Kenneth Nealson 
Mars Biology at the Center for Life Detection at Jet Propulsion 
Lab, leads a team that searches for the general features of 
life—structural and functional features that should be universal, 
no matter what life is made of or what fuels power it. 

Using these criteria, the signs of life are remarkably 
“abiological”, resembling the stuff of physics, chemistry or 
geology more than biology. Experiments in the laboratory 
and field are now aimed at perfecting these methods for the 
detection of earthly life, where the results can be confirmed 
using methods that are elegantly sensitive and specific. 
Nealson is using these methods to determine the best way to 
search for life on Mars and other planetary bodies. 


April 24 7:30 pm 


www.calacademy.org 


Life in the Cold and Dry: Earth, Mars, Europa 
Dr. Christopher P. McKay, Planetary Scientist with the Space 
Science Division of NASA Ames, is applying his 
astrogeophysics background to his current astrobiological 
interests. He considers that, within our own solar system, 
Mars and Europa are the most likely targets for any form of 
life beyond Earth. There are ample indications that Mars had 
water in its early history and that Europa may have oceans 
under its icy surface. But finding convincing evidence of life 
on Mars or Europa and determining its relationship with Earth 
life will be a difficult task. 

Analog studies in parallel environments here on Earth are 
conducted to determine the feasiblity of life elsewhere like 
Mars or Europa. Dry, cold regions of Earth are deemed “Mars- 
like environments” and Dr. McKay has been involved with 
polar research since 1980, traveling to the Antarctic dry 
valleys and more recently to the Siberian and Canadian Arctic. 
These areas on Earth were once considered barren, but 
recent research has found amazingly diverse and abundant 
forms of life. Dr. McKay is also actively involved in planning 
for future Mars missions, including human settlements. 


May 15 7:30 pm 


Dean Booksigning in the Morrison Planetarium 


The 23rd Cycle: 


Learning to Live with a Stormy Star 

While we usually characterize our sun as a reliable source of 
energy, it does go through a well recorded eleven year pattern 
of activity. These early months of 2001 find our Sun in the 
midst of its 23rd Cycle, a time of maximum activity. This cycle 
is characterized by atmospheric turbulence which results in 
gurgling and churning gasses, fierce solar flares and the eruption 
of storms which send high energy radiation toward Earth. 

Sten Odenwald is education and public outreach manager 
for the NASA IMAGE satellite program. He writes a regular 
online question-and-answer column called ‘Ask the Space 
Scientist’ and is the 
author of The 
Astronomy Café. He 
will be discussing 
what we can expect 
in the way of auroral 
sightings, potential 
communications 
blackouts, effects on 
industries sensitive to 
solar storms and 
connections of 
radiation to health 
issues in the 23rd 
Cycle. 


April 17 7:30pm 


Booksignings are free and the bookstore will be open for the 
evening. 


EXHIBITIONS 


Audubon’s 


Birds of America 


Opening Earth Day 
April 21 — June. 24 


For John James Audubon, 
art and science were 

one. He believed that the 
wonders of nature could 


not be captured through 
accuracy alone but that 
they required artistic 
vision to give them life. 
The newest exhibit at the 
Academy displays forty- 
eight lithographs made 
from the original color 
engravings from Audubon’s 
Birds of America, 
published in England 
between 1827 and 1838. 
Largely self-taught in 


both art and science, 


Audubon’s Whooping Crane 


Audubon’s scientific 
knowledge is confirmed by the subtle coloration, accurate 
anatomy, and typical attitudes he gives each bird species. His 
prints are unique in their ability to capture the vigor of nature. 

The first edition of the watercolors was produced in a 
large format style known as a double elephant folio. These 
enormous books measure 40" high x 27.5" wide and the 
Academy is one of the few owners of a rare complete set of 
four double elephant folios. The exhibit will include the display 
of one of the folios from the collection that was bequeathed 
to the Academy by Edward E. Hills in 1964. In addition to the 
collection of lithographs, the exhibit will include mounted 
specimens of birds from the Academy’s ornithological collection. 


The Endangered Birds of México: 
Causes and Perspectives 


Dr. Gerardo Ceballos Gonzdlez, Senior Scientist 
and Professor, Institute of Ecology 
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México 

Join Dr. Ceballos on an armchair journey into the lives and 
conservation of the birds of México. Ceballos will discuss the 
book Las Aves de México en Peligro de Extincion (The 
Endangered Birds of México) which he co-authored. For 
more than two decades Dr. Ceballos has worked in several 
conservation projects throughout Mexico and has published 
over 100 scientific papers and books. He is currently working 
on Jaguar conservation in Southern Mexico and forest 
conservation research in Costa Rica in collaboration with the 


cont. on pg. 14 
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Earth Day Fair at the Academy 


www.calacademy.org. 


Saturday, April 21 
Bats Alive! 


Come in close contact with live bats and explore their wild 


side as Patricia Winters, A.K.A. “Batmam” shares information 


about their intriguing habits and the need for conservation. 


Program presented in collaboration with the California Bat 


Conservation Fund. 


11:30 & 1:30 pm 


All About Birds: Folklore, Fact and Fantasy 


Ane Roveta 


Let your imagination soar as 
you listen to master storyteller 
Ane Rovetta weave legends, art 
and science together during this 
entertaining performance. Ane 
mixes a deep appreciation of 
avian adaptations with her 
stunning drawings and lively 


sense of humor. A magical event for all ages. 


12:30 & 2:30 pm 


Meet Live Avian Friends 


Visit the new Audubon Exhibit and meet a live great horned 


owl and an American Kestrel. Soncie Veil, an instructor at 


Coyote Point Museum, will talk about owls and hawks and 


their conservation. 


11:30 am-4 pm 


Studying Venomous Snakes 


See a snake biologist in action and participate in an interactive 


presentation as we uncover the world of venomous snakes. 


12 & 3 pm 


Win a new bicycle, MUNI Fast Passes, energy efficient light bulbs, composting bins 
and more! Academy research scientists, Steinhart Biologists, Interns and Docents will 
be on hand along with local environmental organizations to help visitors discover the 
many ways to improve individual energy savings and protect habitats from global 
warming. Bioregional knowledge, appropriate use of resources, and sustainable 
communities will enhance our quality of life and protect future generations. For 


the most up-to-date schedule of activities, call (415) 750-7145 or visit 


Sunday, April 22 
Banana Slug String Band 


With voices, guitars, mandolin, bass, harmonica, banjo and 
percussion, the songs range from rockin' boogies to sensitive 
ballads, from folk songs to reggae and rap. The Banana Slug 
String Band blends music, theater, puppetry and audience 
participation to create a fun-filled learning experience for the 
entire family. 


11:30 & 1:30 pm 


Banana Slug String Band 


Endangered Raptors 
Meet a live peregrine falcon and learn how scientists are 
protecting raptors in California. Presented in conjunction with 
the Predatory Bird Research Group from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. 


12:30 & 2:30 pm 


Tarantulas: Beauty or Beast? 
Visitors will meet a live tarantula and discover the secrets 
behind the fangs of these fuzzy arachnids. 


12 & 3 pm 


The Future of Fossil Fuel 
Although U.S. per capita consumption of petroleum is signifi- 
cantly less than it was in 1977, total U.S. energy consumption 
is up significantly. U.S.G.S. Research Geologist Don Gautier 
will provide an Earth Day look at the future of fossil fuel in 
this brief presentation. 


1:30 pm 


www.calacademy.org 
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TRADITIONAL ARTS OF THE WORLD 


All programs take place at 1 pm on select Saturdays in the 
Morrison Auditorium, unless otherwise noted. Presentations 
are free after general museum admission, and no reservations 
are needed. For further information on these and other 
Traditional Arts Programs, contact Dr. Jennifer Michael in the 
Anthropology Department at (415) 750-7165, or visit 
www.calacademy.org/research/anthropology/tap. The 
Traditional Arts Program is funded by the Paul L. and Phyllis 
Wattis Foundation. 


Music of Eastern Europe 
Playing ethnic instruments from Romania, Hungary, and the 
Balkans, the musicians of San Francisco-based Danubius 
bring us an eclectic blend of sounds deriving from Eastern 
European roots. This band juxtaposes diverse musical styles, 
like hard-driving southern Romanian dance tunes, with 
sentimental Hungarian Gypsy restaurant music. Among their 
instruments, you may hear the ‘drogato (reed horn), cobza 
(short-necked lute), g dulka (ancient fiddle), cimbalom (arge 
hammered dulcimer), tambura (long-necked lute), hurdy- 
gurdy, and folk flutes. 


April 7 


The Gift of Dreams: Tales from the Black Sea 


The folk tales of the Caucasus are unusual and highly 
symbolic stories that bring together an ancient people’s 
concern for ecology and lively 
human imagination and 
kindness. In Laura Simms’ 
telling, these tales come alive 
with voices, characters, and 
madcap rhythm and images. 
Stories are interspersed with 
narration of true life events 
and lots of rich audience 
participation. Laura is a world- 
traveled and well-known 
storyteller whose ancestors 
come from Romania and the 
Ukraine. 


April 14 


Storyteller Laura Simms 


Classical Dance from Cambodia 
Charya Burt, dance teacher and professional dancer, offers a 
special presentation of classical dance from Cambodia. The 
program will include a discussion and demonstration of 
dance styles, as well as video footage and participatory 
activity. This is a special program in honor of Asian Pacific 
Heritage Month. 


May 5 


Greek Folk Dances 


In Greece, folk dance has always been a part of community 
life, playing an important role in various civic, religious and 
performance 
events. Dance 
is also central 
to celebrations 
of significant 
life events— 
birth, marriage, 
death, church 
holidays, name 
days, and the 
like. The 
Hellenic 
Traditional Arts 
Institute, which 
has researched 


Dancers from the Hellenic Traditional 


Greek dances, 
Arts Institute. 


costumes, and 
festivals for more than twenty-five years, shares this heritage 
with us in this performance. 


May 12 


Kulintang 
Join Kulintang Dance Theatre in a special performance of 
Kulintang, one of the most sophisticated percussive musical 
traditions indigenous to the Philippines. This program is 
presented in conjunction with Young Audiences of the Bay 
Area. This is a special program in honor of Asian Pacific 
Heritage Month. 


May 13 


Didgeridoo: Music from Aboriginal Australia 
Musician Matthew Goff brings us a special program of music 
on the didgeridoo, a traditional instrument of the Australian 
Aborigines. Made from the limbs and trunks of trees that have 
been hollowed out by termites, the didgeridoo produces a 
low-pitched, resonant sound with complex rhythmic patterns. 
This is a special program in honor of Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month. 


May 19 


Red Panda Chinese Acrobats 


Wayne and Rong A. Nui Huey, acrobatic artists trained in 
China, offer a demonstration of their remarkable talents. Wayne 
specializes in juggling and barrel contortionism, while Rong 
A. Nui’s specialty, the “Unicycle Bowl Flip,” has earned her a 
place in the Guiness Book of World Records. This is a special 
program in honor of Asian Pacific Heritage Month. 


May 26 1 & 2:30 pm 


www.calacademy.org 
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FIELD TRIPS, SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS 


Kayaking at Elkhorn Slough 
Field Trip 


This salt marsh is home to thousands of birds and numerous 
harbor seals, leopard sharks, sea otters, and unusual plants. 
Spend a day exploring the quiet and flat waterways of the 7 
mile long slough. Perfect for beginning kayakers; open to 
families with children twelve years and older. 

Greg Meyer 

Sunday April 8 9:30 am-3:30 pm 

$105 adult/$95 child, members 

$115 adult/$105 child, non-members 


Waterworld 
Workshop 


In this workshop, paint water lilies and koi in watercolor with 
photographic references for inspiration. A class for novice or 
experienced painters. 

Christine Cohen 


Saturday and Sunday April 21-22 10 am-4 pm 
$95 members/$ 105 non-members 


An Introduction to the Captive Coral Reef 


Seminar and Behind The Scenes Tour 

New techniques 
developed at 
the Academy 
and elsewhere 
have enabled 
the Steinhart 
Aquarium to 
exhibit one of 
the most fragile 
yet biologically 
diverse 
ecosystems: the living coral reef. Shepherd introduces the 
biology and ecology of corals, emphasizing those corals 
commonly maintained in aquaria. 

William Shepherd 

3 Tuesdays April 24, May 1, 8 7-9:30 pm 

$50 members/$55 non-members 


A living coral reef. 


Discover Pyramid Lake 
Field Trip 


Pyramid Lake, belonging to the Paiute Tribe, lies 45 minutes 
east of Reno. This beautiful desert lake is a remnant of Lake 
Lahontan which once covered much of the Great Basin. 
Lahontan’s history is etched into the unique tufa formations, 
the largest in the world. Study the area’s fascinating geology 
and observe the abundant wildflowers and migratory birds. 
Tour two hatcheries to see the unique Lahontan cutthroat trout 
and cui—ui, and learn about the conservation challenges facing 


the lake. Car camp as a group in an isolated, primitive area. 


Kenneth Miller 
Saturday-Sunday April 28-29 11 am-4 pm 
$85 members/$95: non-members 


Does not include meals or transportation. 


The Art of Collecting 


Seminar 
For thousands of years people have had a fascination with 
collecting. Crawford discusses the history of collecting and 
gives tips on how to start and care for your own collection. 
Go behind the scenes to the Academy’s Anthropology 
Department, view the collections, and learn how the artifacts 
are curated. 
Dinah Crawford 
Tuesday May 1 6:30-9 pm 
$15 members/$20 non-members 


Legacy of Linnaeus: A Naturalist’s Notebook 
Workshop 


In the tradition of the Linnaean manuscripts showcased by 
the Linnaean Society in London, join Tibbon in creating 
accurate watercolor renditions of herbs, insects, and shells 
from Linnaeaus’ native Sweden. Suitable for both the novice 
and the experienced observer of the natural world. 

Susan Tibbon 


Sunday May 6 10 am-3 pm 
$45 members/$50 non-members 


The Search for Aliens 


Seminar 
For forty years, a small group of astronomers has been using 
radio telescopes to probe the vicinities of nearby stars for 
faint signals from extraterrestrials. New telescopes, both radio 
and conventional mirrors and lenses, hold out the prospect of 
success, arguably within two decades. 
Seth Shostak 
2 Mondays May 7, 14 7-9 pm 
$25 members/$30 non-members 


Creeping up the Hayward Fault 


Seminar and Field Trip 
Spend the day exploring and learning about the Hayward 
fault’s history and recent predictions. After a short introduction 
at the Academy on basic earthquake principles head over to 
the UC Berkeley Seismograph Station. Finally, stop at points 
along this urban fault to observe varied geographical features 
and look for evidence of active fault creep. 
lvan Wong 
Saturday May 12 9 am-4:30 pm 


$45 members/$55 non-members 
Includes transportation and cold drinks. 
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LECTURES 


Heads in the Clouds: The Rio Mazan Project 


Adrian Barnett, Tropical Ecologist 
The soaring montane cloud forests of 
southern Ecuador are often draped in 
low-hanging clouds and characterized 
by moss-laden trees. Ecuador is one 
of the most biologically diverse 
countries in the world though its 
record of conservation is poor. Barnett 
discusses the ecology of cloud forests 
and describes how he and other 
biologists worked with the local 
community to create the Rio Mazan 
Reserve. Barnett reminds us that in 
spite of the challenges involved in 
land stewardship, protecting the biodiversity of the world is 
still in the best interests of all who call planet Earth home. 
Thursday April 5 7:30 pm 
$6 members/$ 1O non-members 
This lecture is co-sponsored with The irae Arboretum Society 


~ Cloud forest flora 
of Ecuador 


rsations at the Herbst Theatre 2001 
nted by City Arts & Lectures, Inc. 
ms at 8:0 ss ses Herbst Theatre 


Jay James Gleick — 
il18 Science Writer — : 
— Faster: The Acceleration we fist About 
Everything : 
oe In conversation with Ellen ‘Greenblat 
oS Dr. John i Heilbron — 

Science Historian, Author 

Seb Sun is in ~ Church: aan: as 


i Sian Rowell 
_ Photographer, Author | 

__ Poles Apart: Parallel Visions of the Arctic 
— and Antarctic © Mountain Light 


In conversation with cae McCosker 


"Series: 
— $90 members. 
| caer non-members _ 


: oe does not t process ticket 
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Special Walk at Strybing Arboretum 
To complement Barnett’s lecture, join him and Strybing 
Arboretum docents on an informal walk through Strybing’s 
New World Cloud Forest, which focuses on plants from 
Mexico and other Central American cloud forests. 
Saturday April 7 10 am—12:30 pm 


$6 members/$8 non-members 
For information and registration, please call (415) 661-1316 x354. 


Leakey Speaker Series on Human Origins 


ChAER 


The Le 


eakey Foundation 


The California Academy of Sciences and The Leakey Foundation 
continue the new Leakey Speaker Series on Human Origins. 
The series addresses the subject of human evolution as seen 
through the fieldwork and research of a distinguished group 
of speakers. This series is made possible through the generous 
support of Wells Fargo Bank and the Leakey Foundation Fellows. 


Happenings at Olduvai and Laetoli: 
1962-2001 


Richard L. Hay, Professor Emeritus of Geology 
University of Illinois 

Dr. Hay and Dr. Garniss Curtis, geochronologist, geologist and 
professor emeritus at UC Berkeley, are the recipients of the 
2001 Leakey Prize. Dr. Hay’s geologic fieldwork at Olduvai 
Gorge and Laetoli in collaboration with Mary Leakey, was crucial 
to establishing the relative antiquity and paleoenvironmental 
context of key fossils and artifact assemblages. 


Thursday April 26 7:30 pm 
$6 members/$ 10 non-members 


Probing the Minds of Monkeys and Apes 


Robert Seyfarth, University of Pennsylvania and 
Dorothy Cheney, University of Pennsylvania 

Seyfarth and Cheney discuss how monkeys and apes acquire 
information about their social companions and how they 
store it in memory. Monkeys and apes must skillfully form 
bonds with members of their family and with those non-family 
members most useful to them, and they must be able to predict 
what alliances their opponents will form against them. Predicting 
behavior demands that a monkey or ape learn and remember 
not only its own social relations but also the relations of others. 
Thursday May 24 7:30 pm 


$6 members/$ 10 non-members 
Book signing immediately following lecture 
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Annual Friends Appreciation Dinner 


he Academy hosted its annual dinner in honor of the Friends of the 

Academy in February. Friends are a special group of members who 
have contributed $1,000 or more to the Academy over the last year. Friends’ 
donations directly help the Academy’s research expeditions around the 
world and fund the 
Academy’s educational 
programs. A special 
presentation, “Seeking 


Serpents: Venomous 

or Not” by Academy 

Herpetology Curator ; Co ly, 
Joe Slowinski Left to right: Buff Corsi, Steve and Juel Craig, 
followed a cocktail Gerald Corsi 


reception in Wattis Hall. Dr. Slowinski has traveled to Myanmar on nine 
occasions to conduct surveys of the Southeast Asian country’s reptiles and 
amphibians. A dinner in African Hall followed the talk and slide show. 


Left to right: Academy Curator Nina Jablonski and 
Wendy Parkin at the Friends’ Dinner. 


SF Bay 2K Biodiversity Survey 


ith a grant from J.P. Morgan, the Academy has 
launched its four-year program to study the 
biodiversity of San Francisco Bay: SFBay:2K. 
In order for environmental agencies to 


conserve and restore the Bay, it’s 
important to periodically develop 
baseline data, identifying which 
organisms live in the Bay and 
where they are located. Many of 
the native animals of the Bay have 
been replaced by invasive, exotic 
species over the last 150 years. The 


Bay has also suffered greatly SFBay:2h 
from pollution and other California Academy af Sciences 


effects of human activity. The 

Academy is committed to helping the various state, munici- 
pal, and private agencies clean up, stabilize, and restore the 
Bay. The Academy has one of the oldest and most diverse 


arrays of specimens of Bay plants and animals in the world. 
The Academy is grateful for the support of J.P. Morgan on 
this important project. 
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Far Horizons 


16th Annual Academy Ball 
Friday, May 11 


CG) Friday, May 11, the Academy will once again be 
dressed in party finery for the 16th Annual Academy Ball, 
“Far Horizons.” Seven hundred guests will enjoy cocktails, 
champagne and hors d’oeuvres by Dan McCall, Yank Sing 
Dim Sum and Swan Oyster Depot. A seated dinner by 
McCalls will be served in African Hall, Wild California, Earth 
and Space Hall and the Steinhart Aquarium, followed by a 
fabulous dessert buffet and dancing to the Rich Martini 


Orchestra in the tented Central Courtyard. 


Revers enjoy i Tash year’s Academy Ball. 


This year’s Dinner Chairs are Leo and Shirley Soong. 
Bank of America is the Lead Corporate Sponsor and Ed Brown 
is the Corporate Chair. 

Tickets for this year’s event begin at $300 per person. 
Tables of 10 are available at $10,000, $7,500 and $5,000. 
Purchasers of tables and purchasers of individual tickets of 
$350 and above will be acknowledged in the Dinner Program. 

For further information please contact the Special Events 
Office at (415) 750-7222 or email dkernan@calacademy.org. 
You may also purchase tickets using the order form on page 14. 


New Donor Circle Members 
November through December 2000: $125 to $95 
- Many thanks to the following new donors and those who have increased their See of 
. -M«. Michael. lazorus e. 


Ms. Laura Kline 
Ms, Diane F, lee a 


Ms. Rose Ellen ee 
Mr, & Mrs. Elliott Brilliant 
Mr. Charles F. Brush & 


Mr. & Mrs. Stephen ies 
Dr. David M. Eakin : 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Gillan _ 


REI Presents 
The Banff Mountain Film Festival 
at the Academy 


World Tour 


Fee exploring the Sahara’s Secret Garden, to kayaking the 
big drops around the world-the Road to Certain Death-the 
Banff Mountain Film Festival’s World Tour promises new 
adventures, insight, inspiration and pumping adrenaline when 
it hits the Bay Area! 

The “Best of the Fest” World Tour follows the Banff 
Mountain Film Festival’s world-renowned event that takes 
place in Banff, Canada every November. The Festival’s 


El 


competition is international in 


scope receiving in excess of 130 
films from 25 countries. Since 
this is the 25th anniversary of 
the Festival, the “Best of the 
Fest” films from the past 25 


years will be shown as well. www.rei.com 


Monday, April 9 & Tuesday, April 10 in Morrison Auditorium 
$12 for REl Members, $14 for non-members if purchased in 
advance, $15 at the door for all. Tickets on sale now at Bay 
Area REI stores. Proceeds from the San Francisco shows will 


support Camp Academy. 


Ms. Jeanne lore Schilling Ms. Linda Gladstone © Ar. Wayne H. Heldt Ar, & 
Ms. Robin Carpenter = Mr. Sherman Coane . M. & Mrs. James R. Moffitt - Schne 
Ms. Stephanie Changaris Mr. Christopher A. Hare = Mr. Ed Moore - | 
— & Mr Bruce R. Bonar Mr. & Mrs. Randy Haves Mr. John Murnane & © 


Me & Mrs. Allen F Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Damon | laurenson 


Ms. Kerry Blacker 
Me & Mrs. Charles A 


www.calacademy.org 


Trusted Gear. Expert Advice. Since 1938. 


Order Form 


YOUR NAME: 
Address_ 
City 


Member #. 


Field Trips, Seminars and Workshops 

To register for any couse ot the Academy, do one of the aban: 

© Call Judy Eng at (415) 750-7100 

© Email slictanestieutrkocoler. org 

© Visit www.calacademy.org/education to download complete registration forms 


Lectures — Qty Members Qty Non-Members Total 


Far Horizons Tickets 
Individual tickets x $300 $5,000 table x $5,000 
Individual tickets x $350 $7,500 table x $7,500 
$10,000 table x $10,000 


DONATIONS 


(2 Yes, | would like to support the Academy of Sciences with a donation. $ 
CQ Yes, | would like to attend the Fiscal Fitness for Women Seminar 


GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM 
| wish to give a gift membership to: 
Address 


Heads in the Clouds _xS6 x $10 State Tip 
Walk at Strybing Arboretum 
For registration and information call (415) 661-1316 x354 


Searching for life inthe = 158 x$3 
Universe 


Reimers son : ——50 oe 
- ite in the Cold ond Dry 3 x $3 ______ Daytime Phone 
Happenings at Olduvai . x$6 x$10 
-ond Laetoli — 


FOR CONVERSATIONS AT THE HERBST THEATER TICKETS 
PLEASE CALL CITY BOX OFFICE, (415) 392-4400 


Payment enclosed: 


Q Visa () Mastercard 


No refunds /exchanges. 


AUDUBON, cont. from pg. 5 


Department of Biological Sciences at Stanford University. Ceballos will be available 
to sign the book after his lecture. 


May 16 7:30 pm, Morrison Auditorium 


Great Blue Herons of Golden Gate Park 
A Special Family Program 


Nancy DeStefanis, naturalist and director of the Stow Lake Education Project, will 
talk about the graceful birds who have made their homes at Stow Lake. Children 
and their adult friends will have a chance to view bird bones, beaks, feathers, eggs 
and nests. A short film about these charismatic birds, “Heron Island” by local 
filmmaker Judy Irving, will be shown. 


Adult lecture: May 3 7:30 pm 
Children’s lecture: May 12 11 am 


The Art of Bird Illustration 
Meet bird illustrator Keith Hansen and observe a live bird painting demonstration. 
Using various media, Keith will be working on plates for the book A Field Guide to 
the Birds of the Sierra Nevada produced by the Yosemite Association. Keith Hansen 
has produced over 200 bird illustrations in various ornithological journals and has 
led birding trips all over the world. 


May 16 through May 20 11 am-4 pm 
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TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED $ 


i Check (made payable to CAS) 


Ci American Express ($10 minimum on credit card orders) 


Exp. Date 


Mail payment and order form to: Membership Office, Ticket Series, California Academy of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Pork, Son Francisco, (A94118-4599. 


Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for each series to which you subscribe. 
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ACADEMY TRAVEL 


Lapland: Exploring Eu rope’ s Arctic Wilderness will share their enthusiasm for this area with slide presenta- 


June 2-15 Oa Deveanckies Kavanaugh tions, informal talks and anecdotes. 


There is still time to join the Academy’s first trip to Lapland, Cost: $2390 to $3750 (based on double occupancy]/ 
$3590 or $4780 (single occupancy) 


Europe’s largest remaining wilderness. This exciting new 
itinerary begins and ends in Helsinki with visits to Oulu Chi ° 

ina and the Silk Road 
Kuusamo, Ivalo and the Varanger Fjord in Norway. Finnish 
Lapland, where your visit will be concentrated, is a vast and . October 9-23 
pristine wilderness. Yet, within this great unspoiled land, with Nina Jablonski and George Chaplin 


there is a sophisticated system of roads and comfortable This tour, especially designed for Academy travelers, will 


lodges, making this destination easily accessible to travelers. reveal the incredible diversity of China’s regional cultures. 


Cost: $3,845 per person (based on double occupancy) + Bo ee ee Beem eine 


$1,295 airfare [including flights within Finland). with aie pI Oram OF Tne 
beauty of the Imperial City. A 
Lewis and Clark: Aboard the Sea Bird short flight to Urumqi marks a 


departure from Han China to 
the predominantly Muslim 
cities of the historic Silk Road. 
This exciting trip will culmi- 


September 24-30 with a and Pam McCosker 
The Columbia and Snake 
Rivers are among America’s 
great oe it stan waterways. ee ee 
Sail this beautiful and natural ie le a tid 
terracotta warriors in Xian and 
to the booming metropolis of 


Shanghai. 
Cost: $5,990 per person 


highway through arid pla- 
teaus, forested mountains and 
fertile farmland to Hells 


Canyon, more than 450 miles 
; (based on double occupancy) 
upstream on the Snake River. is 
including round-trip airfare ee ik ae 
Frequent forays to explore Heavenly Valley 
remote side canyons will be For detailed itineraries on 


these tours please call Kathie 
Harvey in the Academy Travel Office at (800) 853-9372 
kathie.harvey@hcptravel.com 


made in Zodiac landing craft. 
John and Pam McCosker and 


M/V Sea Bird at anchor on other naturalists and historians 
the Palouse River. 


Volunteer Profile: Catherine Best 


www.calacademy.org 


MEMBER INFORMATION 

Guided Tours: Free one-hour highlight tours daily 
Open every day of the year. 

Winter hours (Labor Day weekend to Memorial Day] 10 am-5 pm 
Information Hotline: (415) 750-7145 

Website: www.calacademy.org 

Weekend Information: (415) 750-7375 

Special Lectures: (415) 750-7128 

Membership: (415) 750-7111 

library: (415) 750-7102 

Education: (415) 750-7100 


Science, Song & Celebration 
with 
The Banana Slug 
String Band 


winners of the Indie Award for Best Children’s 
Recording of 2000 


Earth Day at the Academy 
Sunday, April 22 


The Banana Slug String Band is a group of lovable musicians and 
educators from the coastal redwoods of Northern California. The Slugs 
are “Airy” Larry Graff, Doug “Dirt” Greenfield, “Solar” Steve Van Zandt 
and “Marine” Mark Nolan. 

This Earth Day, experience the FUN-damentals of science and 
ecology with the toe-tapping tunes of these wacky eco-musicians. 
Enter a chance to win a new bicycle, MUNI Fast Passes, energy 
efficient light bulbs, composting bins and more! To find out more 
about the Academy’s Earth Day Fair, turn to page 6. 


Talk With Representatives from These Organizations at the Academy's Earth Day Fair 


Department of Fish & Wildlife U.S. Department of Conservation San Francisco league of Urban Gardeners 
United States Geological Survey lindsay Museum of Wildlife San Francisco Solid Waste Management Program 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition Center for EcoSystem Survival 
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